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If early indications 
are correct, the 
Culinary Arts Program 
at Lancaster High 
School could become 
one of the more popular 
curriculums the system 
has offered.

Put in place for 
this school year, the 
ProStart Program®  
was developed by the 
National Restaurant 
Association (NRA) 
and is a two-year 
curriculum designed 
to teach high school students the management 
skills needed for a career in the restaurant and food 
service industry.

“We added ProStart to our curriculum because 
of the value and industry opportunities it gives 
to our students, said Debra Bates, Culinary Arts 
teacher at the high school. “Completion of the 
program places them into a pathway to college. 
They can begin their post-high school education 
with college credits earned while in high school  or 
go straight into the industry, where they enter the 
work place with more advanced skills.”

Food service is one of the nation’s fastest-
growing industries, currently employing 12.2 
million workers, and is expected to grow to 14 

million employees by 2015, with many of those 
positions in management.

“There is a wealth of diverse opportunities for 
young people in the restaurant and foodservice 
industry,” Bates said. “The ProStart Program® will 
help us prepare students for those opportunities 
and establish a foundation for further learning, 
whether the students immediately pursue 
foodservice careers or go on to hospitality 
management or culinary programs at the college 
level.”

The ProStart Program® gives junior and senior 
high school students the opportunity to explore 
career opportunities and gain the skills needed to 
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Our Vision
“A community focused on student achievement” 

Our Mission
 “To prepare students of  all ages to meet academic, social, civic, 

cultural, and employment needs of  the 21st Century”

No Child Left Behind Notification
Parents may request information regarding the 
professional qualifications of their student's classroom 
teachers, including:

•  If the teacher has met state qualification and licensing 
criteria for the grade level and subject areas taught; 

•  If the teacher is teaching under emergency or 
provisional status; 

•  Baccalaureate degree major, graduate certification, 
and field of discipline; 

•  Whether the student is provided services by 
paraprofessionals and if so, their qualifications.

Five-Year Forecast Critical
in Planning for the Future

From the Board President

By Bill Bickham
President, Board of Education

During the October meeting, the Board of 
Education approved the Five-Year Financial 
Forecast. This document is prepared by the 
Treasurer, but the Board of Education is ultimately 
responsible for its development and content. 

 The Five-Year Financial Forecast must be 
submitted to the Department of Education prior to 
October 31 of each year. In addition, the forecast has 
to be updated between April 1 and May 31 of each 
fiscal year. It can also be updated whenever events 
take place that will significantly change its content. 

There are three key reasons why each district is 
required to prepare a Five-Year Forecast:

1. To engage the local board and the community in 
long-range planning and discussions of financial 
issues facing the district.

2. To serve as a basis for determining the district’s 
ability to sign the certificate required by Ohio 
Revised Code 5705.412, which requires the 
Treasurer, the Superintendent and the President 
of the Board to certify that adequate revenues 
will be available to maintain all personnel and 
programs for the current fiscal year.

3. To provide a method for the Department of 
Education and the Auditor of State to identify 
school districts with potential financial 
problems. 

The five-year forecast is a key management 
tool. It is used by district management to examine 
projections, identify challenges and develop 
strategies to meet those challenges.

For the numbers contained in the forecast 
to be meaningful, the assumptions that led to 
those numbers are critical and must be carefully 
developed. The assumptions used for our forecast 
are reviewed by the Finance Committee and then 
the Board members prior to the Board of Education 
meeting.

The new forecast includes an assumption that 

state funding will be reduced by 10% in 2011. We 
are now receiving some indications that those 
reductions may be even greater. In an article that 
appeared in the Columbus Dispatch on November 
10, the expected next speaker of the Ohio House, 
Representative William G. Batchelder, stated he 
recalls working on some tough issues in the 1990s, 
“but I don’t recall any of them quite like what we’re 
going to face in this session.”

With the state facing a budget deficit of $8-9 
billion, severe cuts in education funding seem 
inevitable. It is not a matter of whether there will be 
cuts. The question is how large will they be. 

The Superintendent, with the full-backing of the 
Board, continues to employ cost-saving procedures 
that go beyond just “holding the line.” This approach 
was instituted by Dr. Denise Callihan, the former 
Superintendent, after the operating levy passed 
in 2006 and is being continued by the current 
Superintendent, Rob Walker. The fact that we 
presently have a large cash carry-over balance can 
be attributed, in large measure, to these efforts. This 
surplus will be quickly depleted if the cuts from the 
state are as severe as are now being forecasted. 

We will continue to discuss these matters at 
Board meetings and in articles like this. We want the 
community to be aware of the problems that we face 
and the steps that are being taken to deal with those 
problems. Of course, we encourage attendance at 
Board meetings, and all of your Board members are 
available to answer questions at any time.  
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Community Coffees Offer
Feedback on District’s Efforts

From the Superintendent

Eight months ago in late 
February, we began our 
Community Engagement 
process by conducting 35 
Community Engagement 
“Coffees” in homes 
throughout the community 
that were completed in 
mid-May. I would like to 
take this opportunity to 
provide everyone with a 
review of the process along 
with an update and our 
next step.

The purpose of the Community Engagement 
process was to meet with interested Lancaster 
City Schools’ residents to discuss some important 
decisions and challenges the district would be facing 
in the future. Our sole expectation was to receive 
feedback from our community about these issues and 
any other concerns.

Information about the Community Engagement 
Process was distributed through Chalkmarks, 
Lancaster Schools’ Network – cable access channel, 
an article in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette, an updated 
link on the Lancaster City Schools’ website and a 
mass mailing to all Lancaster City School residents. 
The mass mailing took place in late March while the 
35 “coffees” were being conducted to reach out to the 
community and include them in the process.

The community’s response was very strong. We 
had more than 400 postcards returned from the mass 
mailing with the following results.

1. Fifteen additional “coffees” were scheduled from 
late August to mid October.

2. More than 150 people stated they would like to 
attend a coffee discussion.

3. More than 15 people have requested to be called 
personally by a school board member.

4. More than 300 people have requested to be kept 
informed about the progress of the discussions.

An Executive Summary was prepared and 
distributed in late July that outlined the feedback of 

more than 200 forms collected from over 400 “coffee” 
participants. 

Although we had planned to conclude the 
Community Engagement meetings by the end of 
May, we continued the process in late August and 
concluding in late October. This continuation allowed 
us to schedule an additional 15 small group meetings, 
allowing everyone in the community an opportunity 
to participate in the process. The meetings conducted 
this fall have addressed the following key conclusions 
from the Executive Summary.

•	 Ninety-four	percent	(94%)	of	the	attendees	felt	
the “coffees” were positive and valuable.

•	 Some	residents	were	aware	of	the	deterioration	
of district facilities while others were surprised.

•	 One	third	(1/3)	of	the	attendees	felt	something	
needed to be done immediately.

•	 North	School	needs	to	be	demolished.
•	 Overcrowding,	student	safety	and	security	are	

growing concerns.
•	 A	series	of	options	should	be	created,	that	would	

address the district’s facilities issues and include 
number of buildings, size, cost, and options for 
payment that included Ohio School Facilities 
funding.

The next step of the Community Engagement 
process is to invite all interested residents of 
the Lancaster City Schools’ District to attend a 
culminating discussion of the district’s facilities. 
There, we will address what, if anything should be 
done to address these concerns. The discussion 
will include the series of options that focus on 
the district’s facilities issues that were presented 
during the fall group meetings. A summary of the 
Community Engagement articles and PowerPoint can 
be found on the Lancaster City Schools’ website under 
“Departments – Superintendent” and “Forms” on the 
right side of the page. 

The community gathering will be held at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 13, in the Lancaster High School 
cafeteria. We hope you will make plans to attend this 
very important meeting.

Rob Walker
Superintendent

Register for Lancaster 
City Schools Updates

The Lancaster City Schools uses e-mail 
updates to inform the community of school 
events. If you would like to receive e-mail 
updates with information concerning a specific 
school or multiple schools, please follow the 
directions below.
1. Go to the Lancaster City Schools Website at 

http://www.lancaster.k12.oh.us

2. Under the Parents & Students Menu, click on 
District	Listserv/Signup

3. Click on the building or buildings you would 
like to receive e-mail updates for and register 
your e-mail address. 

The same process is followed for removing 
your e-mail address. By subscribing to one or 
more building you are automatically subscribed 
to the “Friends of the Lancaster City Schools” 
e-mail update list. 

Public Notice of Meetings
Lancaster City Schools’ Board
Standing Committee Meetings

COMMuNiCATiON - AMy EyMAN/HOLLiE SAuNDERS
Generally meets the first Tuesday of  each month

FiNANCE - AMy EyMAN/BiLL BiCKHAM
Generally meets the third Thursday of  each month

PERSONNEL - BiLL BiCKHAM/KATHy KiTTREDGE
Generally meets the third Monday every other month

POLiCy - KATHy KiTTREDGE/GARy MAuLLER
Generally meets once a quarter on the second Monday

of  the Month

PROGRAM - GARy MAuLLER/HOLLiE SAuNDERS
Generally meets the first Monday of  each month

SuPPORT SERViCES - BiLL BiCKHAM/GARy MAuLLER
Generally meets the second Wednesday of  each month

All meetings are held at the Lancaster City Schools’ 
Administrative Offices (Second Floor Conference 
Room)345 East Mulberry Street, Lancaster, Ohio
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News From The Schools

Dirty 30 Bike Race Raises Money for Schools
The Lancaster Public Education Foundation held its first Dirty 

Thirty Bike Race recently. Participants helped raise money for this 
good cause. The results of the event are as follows:

Kid’s Races
(First Race)

Place Name School Winning Donation
1st James Troup Medill $250
2nd Nate Wells Sanderson $600
3rd Jason Lawson Cedar Heights $100
4th David Rader Medill $75
5th Andy Rader Medill $75
6th Henry Walters Medill $75
Nate Wells, Most donations raised $200,  Sanderson $800
 

(Second Race)
Time Place Name School Winning Donation
3:55 1st Sam Roeseller Ewing $250
3:57 2nd Nick Vandervoort General Sherman $150
4:02 3rd Bradley Stalter West $100
4:02 4th Thomas Troup General Sherman $75
4:24 5th Andrew Troup General Sherman $75
4:24 6th Evelyn Vandervoort Medill $75

Solo Race
# of Laps Place Name School Winning Donation
 18 1st Bryan Miller Lancaster HS $250
 18 2nd Tom Decker South $250
 16 3rd Dorian Baum Sanderson $100
 16 4th Craig Vandervoort Ewing $100
 13 5th Doug Durant* East $100
    * In memory of  John McClellan
 11  6th  Terre Vandervoort Medill $100

Team Race
# of Laps Place Name School Winning Donation
 19 1st Lancaster Bicycle Tallmadge $500
 18 2nd Team Walker South $300
 16 3rd Sitterley & Vandervoort Ewing $200  
 16  CTC
 16  LHS Criminal Science Juniors
 15  Lancaster Police Department
 15  LHS Criminal Science Seniors
 15  LHS Staff
 15  Fairfield National Bank #1
 12  Fairfield National Bank #2
 12  Golden Corral
 11  LHS Book Club
Team Walker, Most donations raised $145  Lancaster HS $580 

Teacher/Administrator
Place Name School Winning Donation
1st Team Walker Lancaster HS  $700
 Team Walker Cedar Heights  $100
 Team Walker West  $100
 Team Walker East  $100
2nd LHS Staff  Lancaster HS $500

Total Winnings Per School
  Medill     $   650
  Cedar Heights    $   200
  Sanderson    $1,500
  South     $   550
  West     $   200
  East     $   200
  General Sherman    $   300
  Ewing     $   550
  Tallmadge    $   500
  Lancaster High School   $2,030
  Total:     $6,680
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News From The Schools

Students throughout the District are gearing up 
to help make the holidays a little nicer for people in 
need. The projects in which the students are taking 
part include:

Cedar Heights
Staff participates in United Way. 
Student Council participates in the Salvation 

Army food drive. 

East
East will be participating in two separate food 

drives – Salvation Army and Cub Scouts Pack #1.
Our staff will also be “Adopting” two needy 

families and purchasing $50 gift cards to Kroger for 
holiday meals.

LHS 
Teen Institute & Skills USA group – Toy Drive
Key Club & DCT – Coat Drive as well as set up 

for Candlelight Tour downtown
LHS Boys Soccer Team – Shoot for the Cure 

game
Career Tech Carpentry Students are making 

wooden toys for Toys for Tots
LHS MH class – Community Action Food Drive
The LHS freshman class will be selling “Sampy” 

bracelets and “Sampy” sunglasses for Non Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma Awareness and giving a percentage of the 
money to the Cancer Society. This will be in honor 
and memory of Brian Sampson, former LHS teacher 
and Gales Football Coach, #76. 

Mrs. Thompson’s Quest classes will be collecting 
old eye glasses to be donated to the Lions Club of 
Lancaster. This will enable those who cannot afford 
eye care to be able to contact the Lions Clubs for eye 
care and glasses.

The Spanish Club is adopting a family and 
adopting a little boy from Honduras. We are also 
making fun games for the children of Honduras. 
Mrs. Spencer will be delivering the games this 
summer.

Auto Tech will be doing a toolbox for kids this 
year. We plan on giving 15 small toolboxes filled 
with gifts for kids and we are asking businesses in 
town to help with a gift certificate for an oil change 
and winter checkup for their vehicle. (Something for 
the kids and something for the parents.) We plan on 

giving these away at the Lighthouse.
National Honor Society members hosted a Blood 

Drive, help with the West After School program as 
well	as	Big	Brothers/Big	Sisters.

Medill
Students will be collecting food and toys for the 

Salvation Army and for Community Action.

Sanderson
Student Council is conducting a “penny war” 

to raise funds for two classmates who just lost their 
father and the winning class will enjoy a pizza party. 
The Sanderson PTO is planning to match the total 
raised for the family.

Students and families are also planning to collect 
canned corn through December 10 for the Salvation 
Army efforts for family holiday dinners.

Student Council is also collecting hats and 
mittens for kids and they will be donated to 
Community Action.

Sherman
Students are participating in the “Coats for 

Kids” drive through Job & Family Services after 
the Thanksgiving break. They have competitions 
between the homerooms to see who can collect the 
most.

Students also have a fundraiser dance in 
December to help purchase Christmas presents for 
needy families from our school.

South
Salvation Army food pantry collection.
Community Action food pantry collection.

Tallmadge
Coats For Kids Drive – sponsored by Fashion 

Vanity Cleaners and the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette 
(October 23-January 15)

Holiday Coin War – classroom competition in 
which students take their loose change and try their 
best to collect the most pennies for their room for 
positive points and dump as much silver in another 
classroom’s collection bin for negative points towards 
their total. All in an effort to raise money for a 
Tallmadge Family in desperate need during the 
holidays. We hope to raise enough money to provide 
a Christmas Dinner and at least one gift each for the 
identified family’s members. 

Tarhe
Students participate in a “Coin War” with all the 

proceeds to go to the “Foundation Dinners.”
Students participate in a canned goods drive for 

the Salvation Army.

Thomas Ewing
We had a Pie the Principal contest and raised $400 

that will be donated to a local charity for the holiday 
season. 

We also are having a change war in which 
homerooms compete against each other to see how 
many pennies they can bring in. Pennies are positive, 
silver change and dollars are negative. This money 
will be used to help Thomas Ewing families with 
Christmas.

We also have a Staff D3 dress down in which the 
staff pays money to “dress down” from November 29 
to December 17. This money will also be donated to 
help out Thomas Ewing families with Christmas.

A local food bank asked us to collect egg noodles 
for the upcoming holiday season, so we will be 
having an egg noodle challenge with all proceeds 
going to a local food bank.

West
First Grade Cookie Sale for Twig 7 Tree of Light
Food Drive for Community Action.

Lancaster Schools Contribute to the Holiday Season
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LCS Takes Bullying, Cyber-Bullying Seriously
By Debby Rockwood
Lancaster City Schools Social Worker

Bullying and Cyber-Bullying are serious problems 
for schools, families and communities. Children 
and teens who are bullied are more likely than other 
children to dislike school, have poor attendance, have 
problems making friends, have mental and emotional 
health issues and act out with violence. In Lancaster 
City Schools, our counseling grant survey last year 
noted that 37 percent of elementary students reported 
they had been bullied, and 8 percent percent reported 
that they had bullied others.

Other information from the Fairfield County Youth 
Behavior Survey completed last year with sophomores 
and seniors in Fairfield County schools (public and 
private) showed the following statistics: 

How often, if ever, have you been bullied
or teased?

Seniors answered: 50.7% never, 5.5% daily, 4.3% 
weekly, 4.3% monthly, 13.3% less often than monthly, 
and 22% over a year ago. Sophomores answered: 47% 
never, 9.3% daily, 6% weekly, 6.4% monthly, 14.9% less 
often than monthly, and 16.4% over a year ago. 

How often, if ever, have you bullied
or teased others?

Seniors answered: 52.9% never, 6.8% daily, 6% 
weekly, 5.2% monthly, 14% less often than monthly, and 
15.1% over a year ago. Sophomores answered: 50.8% 
never, 9.8% daily, 6.9% weekly, 6.8% monthly, 15.6% less 
often than monthly, and 10.2% over a year ago.

These percentages are troubling and need our 
attention (although students surveyed were not given 
the “official” definition of bullying, for example, an 
incident may not fit the definition of bullying, but still 

be a discipline issue). Exactly what is bullying and what 
is not? The official Ohio Revised Code definition states 
that “harassment, intimidation or bullying” means any:

•	Intentional	written,	verbal,	graphic	or	physical	act	
that a student or group of students exhibited toward 
another particular student more than once; and the 
behavior both:

•	Causes	mental	or	physical	harm	to	the	other	
student; and

•	Is	sufficiently	severe,	persistent	or	pervasive	that	
it creates an intimidating, threatening or abusive 
educational environment for the other student.

The Ohio Legislature has mandated that schools 
address bullying. Lancaster City Schools takes this 
issue seriously and is meeting this requirement 
in several ways. First, three years ago the Second 
Step social-emotional curriculum produced by the 
Committee for Children was adopted, which is a 
research-based social skills program that has been 
proven to increase social skills and decrease aggressive 

behavior, setting the tone for a school where students 
help each other and can peacefully work out conflicts. 
Second, our school staff has been given bullying 
awareness and prevention training, and informed of 
the protocol to follow when an incident occurs. 

Third, we believe partnering with parents and the 
community to give everyone strategies to address this 
problem is the best approach. Parents ask what can 
they do to help, whether their children are the bullies, 
being bullied, or bystanders witnessing this behavior? 
First, listen and talk to your children, and report your 
concerns to your child’s teacher and principal. Network 
with other parents, and be aware of what is going on 
in your neighborhood. Enlist the assistance of your 
school’s counselor to help your child with strategies 
when needed. Read and hear information that is sent 
home in school newsletters, available on our web site 
and available at parent informational workshops. A 
parent informational workshop on Cyber-Bullying is 
currently being planned for this school year. Together, 
we can help our students reach their highest potential 
as good citizens with the ability to form healthy, caring 
relationships.
•	Check	our	resources	on	LCS	website	–	click	on	
”Parent and Student Links,” then click on “Counseling 
Updates”	as	well	as	the	“Bullying	Resources.”)	http://
www.lancaster.k12.oh.us/.	Here	are	some	other	helpful	
links and resources:
•	The	Ohio	Department	of	Education:	http://www.ode.
state.oh.us/.	Click	on	“Learning	Supports,”	then	“Safe	
and Supportive Learning.”
•	The	Committee	for	Children:	http://www.cfchildren.
org. 
•	Teaching	Tolerance	has	free	materials	for	teachers	
and	families:	http://www.tolerance.org/.	
•	Russell	Sabella,	Ph.D.	has	a	lot	of	good	information	
on cyber-bullying at www.guardingkids.com.
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operate and manage a foodservice operation by pairing classroom learning with 
on-the-job experience. As part of the ProStart Program®, Lancaster High School 
will combine academic classroom work with the opportunity for students to 
participate in mentored internships at local restaurants. 

During the internships, students get hands-on experience in different areas 
of foodservice. They work directly with industry professionals who serve as 
mentors to ensure the students are getting the most from their work experience 
and having the opportunity to practice what they learn in the classroom.

When students meet academic standards, complete a checklist of 
competencies, and participate in at least 400 hours of a mentored work 
experience, they are awarded the ProStart® National Certificate of Achievement 

that signifies they are well qualified to enter the industry workforce. For 
students who achieve the National Certificate of Achievement, the National 
Restaurant Association Educational Foundation has established scholarships and 
articulation agreements with leading colleges and universities.

“We believe young people will be able to get a realistic view of the industry 
and explore the many career opportunities open to them,” said Sharon Fish, 
Executive Director of the Ohio Restaurant Association Education Foundation 
(ORAEF). ORAEF currently partners with 55 schools, representing more than 
2,000 students in the Ohio ProStart® Program during the 2010–2011 school 
years.

CULINARY, from page 1

By Kevin Snyder
Director of Education Information and Technology Services

There are many different forms of communication 
used today that are taught in our schools. E-mail 
is one form that is quickly becoming the preferred 
method of communication for most adults for both 
personal and business applications. It is important 
for students to become proficient in this tool in 
order to be successful adults, and our state education 
standards include technology and electronic 
communication. Using e-mail will also provide 
students with extra practice using correct writing 
conventions, improving overall literacy. 

The State of Ohio requires that students learn 
electronic communication tools and has established 
Academic Content Standards for Technology. In 
order to meet these standards, and give our students 
hands on experience with e-mail, we have obtained 
safe e-mail accounts through Gaggle for students 
in grades 3 through 12. Gaggle is a safe, web-based 
Internet system for students where the teacher is 

always in control. They provide numerous tools that 
protect our students from the potential problems 
of e-mail and social networking. The school 
controls what level of access the students have and 
whom they can communicate with and can set it 
to be as restricted as necessary. All messages pass 
through a number of filters. Messages with offensive 
language, questionable domains, banned file types, 
or pornographic images are automatically rerouted 
to the student’s teacher for review. Gaggle uses a 
unique Anti-Pornography Scanner, and Blocked 
Word lists that are customizable by our school.

In addition to e-mail, Gaggle.net has many 
advanced features that will enhance students’ 
educational experience. 
•	All	users	have	a	Digital	Locker,	which	is	an	online	
file storage system. Files can be uploaded and 
accessed from anywhere, so students can work on 
documents or projects at home without needing a 
floppy disk or USB drive. Our teachers can also store 
files that can be accessible to students or parents.
•	Teachers	can	create	school	or	class	Message	

Boards or Chat Rooms for ongoing discussions or 
homework help and control which students have 
access. These are filtered in the same manner as 
e-mails, and postings blocked for offensive language 
and images will be rerouted to the teacher for 
review. 
•	Teachers	and	students	can	create	a	Blog	as	a	
personal webpage or journal. Unlike many of the 
popular blogging sites that have been in the news 
recently, Gaggle Blogs are safe because they are 
filtered for content and images. The teacher controls 
access, and entries can be reviewed at any time. 
•	Additional	features	include	built-in	Language	
Translation, Spell Check, and an Auditory Feedback 
System that will read e-mails and message boards 
aloud.

We are excited about providing e-mail to our 
students, and confident that by using Gaggle as our 
provider, we are putting safety first. You can visit www.
gaggle.net for more information, or contact the school 
with any questions. 

Gaggle.net Gives Students a Necessary Tool
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News From The Schools

How Does the District Compare?
By Jenny O’Hare
Director of Instructional Services

Why is Lancaster City Schools ranked Continuous 
Improvement this year especially when they did so well on the 
indicators, performance index and value added?

The designation for each district and building is based on 
four measures of performance. It is the combination of those 
four measures which determine the final designation. Lancaster 
City Schools’ results as seen on the report card are:

Even though Lancaster City Schools is rated Effective, based 
on scores on state indicators and the performance indicators, 
the district can’t be rated any higher than Continuous 
Improvement since it did not meet AYP (Adequate Yearly 
Progress) for three consecutive years. There is no preliminary 
designation for Value-Added because the district’s rating 
is restricted to Continuous Improvement due to AYP and 
therefore has no impact on the final designation.

What is Adequate Yearly Progress?
AYP is a federally required measure. Every district and 

school must meet AYP goals that are set for Reading and 
Mathematics, Attendance Rate and Graduation Rate. There 
are six student groups that affect Lancaster City Schools  – All 
Students, Economically Disadvantaged, Black (non-Hispanic), 
White (non-Hispanic), Multi-Racial, and Students with 
Disabilities. If any one of these groups does not meet AYP 
in Reading or Mathematics Proficiency or in Participation, 
Attendance Rate or Graduation Rate, the school or district 
does not meet AYP. When a district or school does not meet 

See COMPARISON, page 11

Measure Number LCS Results
Prelimary

Designation
State Indicators

Peformance Index
Adequate Yearly

Progress

Value- Added

26 Indicators
0-120 point scale
Based on Reading 
and Math for all 
Students and all 

Subgroups

Above, Met or 
Below

22 of  26 = 85%
96 .2 points

Not Met in Reading 
for Black (non-
Hispanic) and 
Students with 

Disabilities

Not Met in Math 
for Students with 

Disabilities
Above

Effective
Effective
Year 4

School Improvement
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From the Treasurer

A Look at Our Finances
By Julie Taylor
Lancaster City Schools Treasurer
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Lancaster City Schools

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Cedar Heights     687-7334
Jeromey Sheets, Ed.D., Principal 

East     687-7338
Nathan Hale, Principal

Medill     687-7352
Sandra Svoboda, Ed.D., Principal

Sanderson     687-7354
Carol Spires, Principal

South     687-7340
Robin Cathers, Principal

Tallmadge     687-7336
Brian Lawson, Principal

Chief Tarhe     687-7330
Dustin Knight, Principal

West     687-7332
Terri Garrett, Principal

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS

General Sherman     687-7344
Scott Burre, Principal 

Thomas Ewing     687-7347
Steve Poston, Principal 

LANCASTER HIGH SCHOOL
681-7500

Jack Greathouse, Principal
Nathan Conrad, Assistant Principal

Anthony Knickerbocker,
Assistant Principal/Career-Technical Director

Pam Bosser, Athletic Director

News From The Schools

School Delay, Early Dismissal and
Cancellation Procedures Explained

As the winter weather season approaches it is 
sometimes necessary to delay the start of school, 
cancel school, or dismiss students early. The 
Lancaster City School District communicates these 
notices as soon as the decision is made. Please be 
aware of the means in which we will notify you:

1. Our emergency notification system, Penn Alert, 
is utilized to call the primary phone number of 
our students and staff members. If you receive a 
phone call this message should be considered the 
official notification.

a. You may opt-out of the Penn Alert system by 
visiting: https://www.pennalertsignup.com/opt-
out-form.html

b. You may change your contact information by 
visiting: https://www.pennalertsignup.com/
schools/Data_Change_Lancaster.html 

* The above links are also available from our website, 
http://www.lancaster.k12.oh.us under the Parents 
& Students section.

* If you do not have Internet Access, you can fill out 
a Penn Alert Change Form located in the school 
building office.

2. The announcement will be posted on the 
Lancaster	City	Schools	website,	http://www.
lancaster.k12.oh.us

3. Sending an e-mail to subscribers of our e-mail 
distribution lists:

a. Visit our website at http://www.lancaster.k12.
oh.us

b. Select the link for 
District Listserv 
Signup located 
under the Parents & 
Students Menu

c. Select the 
distribution list(s) 
you would like to 
subscribe to. 

d. Fill in your e-mail 
address and 
create a password 
to complete the 
subscription.

4. We notify local radio and TV stations including 
the LSN (channel 6 or 9 on Time Warner).

5. We place a recorded message on the district 
telephone line (740) 687-7300, press 1 or dial the 
hotline directly at (740) 687-7313.

The state of Ohio has reduced the number of 
calamity days school districts may use from five in 
previous years to three this year. Every school day 
that is missed beyond three this year will need to be 
made up. This will not change our decision making 
process, however. Our decisions to cancel, delay or 
dismiss school early will always be made with the 
safety of our students in mind.

Please keep in mind that you may need to make 
arrangements for your children in the event of school 
delays, early dismissals, or cancellations. Now is a 
good time to talk with your children to prepare them 
for these events and make sure they understand 
where they should go during these times. 

The Lancaster City Schools Board of Education 
has established the following dates for Make-Up 
Days for the 2010-2011 school year:
April 18, April 19, April 20, April 21 and June 6.

Please keep these dates in mind for your vacation 
planning. The Board of Education may establish 
other make-up days or procedures if needed. 
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AYP for consecutive years there will be both federal and state consequences. 
Federal consequences could include a school or district being identified for 
improvement. State consequences could include a reduction in the state’s rating 
designation.

What are Lancaster City Schools’ areas of weakness?
It is important to note that Lancaster City Schools’ report card is determined 

by combining all the grade levels and subject levels across all buildings in the 
district. Individual school buildings’ results will be different than the district’s 
report card.

The areas of weakness for the district are Grade 5 Reading, Grade 5 Math, 
Grade 5 Science, Grade 8 Science, Black (non-Hispanic) in Reading, and 
Students with Disabilities in Reading and Math.

What is the district doing to improve the weak areas?
The district is working through a continuous improvement process called 

Ohio Improvement Process. This is the third year. The focus is Reading and 
Math especially for the AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) subgroups that we have 
a “Not Met” designation. The district and each building have a plan to improve. 
Professional development, including the six late start days, are devoted to 
working with teachers to implement strategies which will improve achievement 
of all students.

Grade 5 teachers have analyzed data and developed goals and strategies in 
Reading, Math and Science. Many of the strategies have been implemented. 
Additional strategies will be implemented throughout the school year.

For grade 8 Science, both General Sherman and Thomas Ewing offer a Science 
Achievement class, which reviews 6th and 7th grade standards. The Science 

Achievement teachers utilize the data from the short cycle assessments to review 
areas in need of improvement. 

Which schools have been designated Schools of Promise?
Schools of Promise are an elite group of 161 schools in Ohio recognized for 

high	achievement	in	reading/mathematics	for	all	groups	of	students,	despite	
having 40 % or more students from low-income backgrounds. Lancaster City 
Schools is proud to announce that East Elementary and General Sherman Junior 
High School are Schools of Promise for the 2009-10 school year. Both schools 
will be displaying an official Schools of Promise banner. 

What are the designations for each of the buildings?

COMPARISON, from page 8

Excellent

Lancaster High School

Thomas Ewing Junior High

General Sherman
Junior High

Effective

Cedar Heights Elementary

East Elementary

Medill Elementary

Sanderson Elementary

Tallmadge Elementary

Tarhe Elementary

West Elementary

Continuous
improvement

South Elementary

News From The Schools

Roth Helps Make Learning Fun at Medill
By David Bickham
Parent and Community Member of the
District Communication Commitee

To say that Susan Roth immerses herself in her 
job might be an understatement.

A Library Associate at Medill Elementary School, 
Roth is proud of the impact she has on the students. 
So much so that she reads every book the school gets 
so she knows exactly what the students are reading.

“If it happens in the library or computer lab, it’s 
probably under my domain,” she said. “I instruct 
in the library with lessons prepared by the certified 
librarian and collaborate with the teachers in the 
computer lab for grades K through 5.”

A lot has changed since Roth started at Medill 13 
years ago. Technology in the schools has taken on a 
more prominent role in the students’ education, and 

Roth enjoys that fact.
“When I started here, we had 10 computers in our 

lab, and they were old piecemeal computers. Now 
we have a fairly up-to-date computer lab, and every 

classroom has current technology available,” she 
said. “We are using technology now that we never 
dreamed we would be using 10 years ago and are 
fully engaging our students in every subject area.”

That technology has enabled the students to 
broaden their education base. Now, students are 
taught everything from basic computer and internet 
skills to more complex tasks such as working in 
Microsoft PowerPoint and Word. But no matter what 
she is teaching or working on , Roth enjoys her job 
and says she wouldn’t trade it for anything in the 
world.

“The library staff is responsible for everything 
with a plug. If it doesn’t work, we’re the ones the 
staff comes to,” she said. “I have the best job in the 
district. I turn kids on to books and technology. It 
doesn’t get any better than that.”
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For the second year, Lancaster High 
School is offering Freshman Transition. 
This is a semester class that all freshmen 
are required to complete. It is taught 
by Jim Crist and Cheryl Haynes. This 
course allows students to learn about 
high school as well as themselves.

Students will complete units in 
personal growth, communication, 
decision making and coping with stress 
and conflict. Throughout the semester, 
students	will	also	complete	a	life/career	
plan. This is an outline students will 
develop for the next 10 years of their life. 
It is a great way to get students to begin 
thinking of what they want to do when 
they leave LHS. It also encourages them 
to recognize the options they have while 
attending. This class is designed to help 
students work to their potential during 
high school and be better prepared for 
the world that awaits them. 

A great addition to the class this year 
is that every month Jessica Reiber, a 
school counselor, will give a presentation 
regarding bullying. Bullying has become 
a major issue in schools today, so much 
so that October is now recognized as 
National Bullying Awareness Month. 
Many major media outlets have had 
the topic as their lead or cover story. 

This class gives us the opportunity to 
have discussions with students on the 
risks of bullying or being bullied. Mrs. 
Reiber wanted to have some time to talk 
to the students about issues they were 
concerned with at LHS. Mrs. Reiber 
comes into our class once a month and 
gives a presentation over a different 
aspect of bullying. She has completed 
two presentations thus far and will 
complete two more. The students have 
been highly attentive and active in the 
presentations. Some of the topics she has 
covered and will cover include overall 
bullying, cyber bullying, consequences 
of bullying, and prevention. The 
presentations are interactive with the 
students as well as other staff members. 
The presentations include videos, 
articles, debates, discussions and skits.

This class is a great addition for 
the incoming students at Lancaster 
High School. It allows freedom to have 
discussions with students that may 
not be possible in the core subjects. 
It really allows the students to get to 
know themselves and their classmates. 
Freshman Transition will help these 
students prepare for the rest of their 
high school career, as well as the rest of 
their life. 

Freshman Transition Class
Helps Prepare Students


