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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Wed, Feb. 6   Columbus Opera-Ugly Duckling 
Wed, Feb.  6  Pizza Rollers Luncheon 
                           25 top sellers invited 
Thur, Feb. 7  A.L.I.C.E. Training for all students 
Thur, Feb. 7  PTO Meeting @ 3:45 
Fri, Feb. 8      Banking Day 
Fri, Feb. 8      Student of 9 Weeks Assembly K-2 
                          parents invited by letter 
Fri, Feb. 8     Father/Daughter Dance @ 6:00 
Wed, Feb. 13    Student of 9 Weeks Assembly 3-5 
                           parents invited by letter 
Thur, Feb. 14    Valentine Parties @ 2:30 
Mon, Feb. 18     No School-Presidents’ Day 
Thur, Feb.  21   Interims Come Home 
Fri, Feb. 22  Spring Pictures-payment required 
Thur, Feb. 28  Family Literacy Night 4:15-6:00 

TITLE CORNER-Writing With a Purpose 

 
Some children are full of ideas and wish to share them all 
the time whether speaking or writing about them.  Some 
children are more reluctant communicators. Giving them 
a purpose to express their ideas may get the fountain       
gushing. Journaling may be one way to gain their interest 
in writing. The only tools required are a notebook and a 
pencil.  Sit down with your child and introduce the        
activity. Tell them you will be writing back and forth in 
your own time. They can read what you wrote and write 
back to you when you are not available to talk--perhaps 
when you’re doing chores or at work.                 
Encourage them to share whatever is on their mind.   
Designate an exchange area, possibly your beds. You 
could start it off with writing something to them and    
ending with a question. Your child would then write back 
to you answering the question and sharing something 
new, perhaps even asking you a question. For very young 
children you may suggest they draw a picture or even 
use pictures in their writing like in a rebus puzzle.     
Sometimes you may sit down and read the journal with 
each other. An added benefit is that you will get to know 
each other better. Give it a try and happy writing! 

ITEMS COMING HOME THIS WEEK 

 
 Facts about Cardiac Arrest-please do the risk 

assessment on the back for each child in your 
home.  If you answer yes to any question, 
please notify your child’s doctor immediately. 

 

 School Store-please go online, sign up and 
return the form to school so each student can  
receive a prize from their teacher. 

 

RECOGNIZING POSITIVE BEHAVIORS 

It is not enough just to teach expected behavior, Gorsuch West also regularly recognizes and rewards 

students for engaging in appropriate behavior. Research has shown that recognizing students for en-

gaging in expected behavior is even more important than catching students breaking the rules. The goal 

of an acknowledgment system is to increase the number of positive interactions that all school staff have 

with students.  

At Gorsuch West Elementary we use Masterbuilders, Building Block Character Skills to acknowledge 

students for appropriate behavior. Through this program we hand out Masterbuilder awards to students 

for following the school rules/expectations and displaying the Character Skills.  

When recognizing students with a Masterbuilder Award, we try to identify specifically what behavior the 

student engaged in and link it to the appropriate school rule. For example: Ethan, I wanted to thank you 

for helping pick up the books someone knocked on the floor, you were being very responsible and it real-

ly helped me out. Here is a Masterbuilder. 

Ideally, we try to give the students these acknowledgements immediately following the behavior and tell them 

exactly why they received it. In order to promote expected behavior, it is important that students know when 

and why they are being acknowledged. 

PIZZA ROLLERS STILL AVAILABLE 

Stop by the office if you would like to purchase more pep-
peroni and cheese pizza rolls for $2.00 each.  Make 
checks out to Gorsuch West PTO. 


